CHAPTER VI

PRESIDENTIAL  KNIGHT-ERRANTRY

ALTHOUGH President Cleveland decisively repelled
the Senate's attempted invasion of the power of re-
moval belonging to his office, he was still left in a
deplorable state of servitude through the operation
of old laws based upon the principle of rotation in
office. The Acts of 1820 and 1836 limiting com-
missions to the term of four years, forced him to
make numerous appointments which provoked con-
troversy and made large demands upon his time
and thought. In the first year of his administra-
tion he sent about two thousand nominations to the
Senate, an average of over six a day, assuming that
he was allowed to rest on Sunday. His freedom
of action, was further curtailed by an Act of 1863,
prohibiting the payment of a salary to any person
appointed to fill a vacancy existing while the Sen-
ate was in session, until the appointment had been
confirmed by the Senate. The President was thus
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